
- Ease off toward the bottom 
and let the drill come up 
on 

PUMP DRILLS
The O’odham, as well as other Native American peoples, used various 

simple, yet efficient tools such as the pump drill to make their work easier.

Materials: Pump Drills and wood blocks (to drill on).

INSTRUCTIONS
Pump Drills are a part of our Historical 
Activities Box and can be borrowed upon 

request from the Visitor Center desk.

- Twist part “C” until the string 
is tightly wound.

- Holding part “C” with hands on 
either side, slowly push down 
while applying pressure. C

HOLD
HERE

HOLD
HERE

Like a yo-yo - its all in the rhythm


